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Istarted this project because I had in mind a particular
kind of book about the family that I wanted to make
available to college students. That book would be

scholarly yet readable. It would excite students about
the subject matter and about the promise of social
science so that they would want to learn more. 

The book I wanted to write would have a broader
approach than most. The title, Families in Context,
summarizes its main theme: families exist in a context
that must be understood before families will be fully
understood. This context is economic, political,
religious, educational, historical, theoretical, and
methodological.

The textbook I wanted to write would be inclusive.
Virtually all available family textbooks promote their
coverage of diversity. By that they usually mean diversity
of topics: diverse family types, issues of race, class, and
gender, and same-sex relationships. Some texts accom-
plish topical diversity, but remain singular in their theo-
retical, political, or methodological perspective. Families
in Context goes beyond topical diversity, and explores
differing perspectives. I feel strongly that it is the re-
sponsibility of authors of textbooks at this level to intro-
duce students to the field and the subject matter as a
whole. Competing theories often interpret data very dif-
ferently, and even look for different sets of facts. It is
important for students to see, understand, and evaluate
those differences. Some sections of this book explain
such differences directly; and in other sections, students,
with the help of their instructors, can work out their
own connections between facts and theories. This ap-
proach should help students develop critical thinking
skills.

I am a sociologist, and wanted to write a book that
could open the students’ eyes to this fascinating disci-
pline. But sociology is a broad tent, able to cover other
fields of study, and I wanted to include those where rel-
evant. The book thus includes topics and research find-
ings from economics, anthropology, history, political
science, and psychology. It also draws from the area of
family studies, which is often rightfully considered a
field in itself.

For four semesters, my students used some version of
the manuscript. One semester, the publisher furnished
the manuscript to students in my classes. In return, the
students critiqued each chapter. They made a number
of suggestions that helped shape and refine the final
book. They alerted me to sections they found too

difficult or unclear, and they let me know, with a certain
amount of glee, when they found a misspelled word or a
grammatical error.

As a result of the feedback from class testing and
many professional reviews, Families in Context has
evolved, but I have, in essence, written the book I
wanted to write.

Plan of the Book

The first part of Families in Context is primarily
macrosociological. Later chapters then put microsocio-
logical coverage into the “big picture” context. The
book ends with a brief chapter that helps pull all the
material together.

The text is organized into sixteen chapters. Chapter 1
plays with the origin and implication of various defini-
tions of family. The introduction of family-related terms
makes family diversity real. Gendered variables and the
“family decline” debate are also introduced.

Every student has some experience with families, but
courses for which this text will be used attract students
with different levels of exposure to sociology and other
social sciences. For students with little prior knowledge,
Chapter 2 provides an introduction to key theories
and methods. Students with a strong sociology
background will benefit because the concepts discussed
here are specifically applied to the field of family
sociology.

Chapters 3 and 4 provide historical analysis, using
modes of production as the unifying analytic tool.
These chapters emphasize the theme that the family
institution is part of a society, and must be understood
in that larger context. The relationships between the
institution of the family and the institutions of econom-
ics, politics, religion, and education are explored.
Chapter 3, which incorporates material from the field of
anthropology, focuses on pre-industrial families.
Chapter 4 considers the impact of industrialization on
the family and other institutions. 

The next three chapters provide an overview of con-
temporary families. The post-industrial work-family
context is the focus of Chapter 5. Chapter 6 explores
the concepts of social class and stratification, then puts
the American family into that context. Chapter 7 adds
analysis of racial and ethnic family diversity. 
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Chapters 8, 9, and 10 include micro-level analysis
that draws some material from psychology. Chapter 8
explores the process of forming intimate relationships.
Chapter 9 looks more closely at the mate selection
process. Chapter 10 puts the scripting model to its
original use in an analysis of human sexuality.

Chapters 11, 12, and 13 examine how families are
constructed and maintained. Chapter 11 provides both
macro- and micro-level analysis of demographic vari-
ables related to families. Chapter 12 covers marital ad-
justment and power, while Chapter 13 explores parent-
child interactions.

Chapter 14 applies a social-movement perspective to
problems in families, especially those involving violence.
Macro- and micro-level analyses of divorce, remarriage,
and stepfamilies are found in Chapter 15. Finally,
Chapter 16 projects into the future and explores policy
issues as a way of synthesizing and concluding the text-
book.

Special Features

Students are generally most interested in topics that
appear directly to affect their own lives. Family experi-
ences affect all of us, so textbook authors in this area
have something of an advantage over authors in other
disciplines. However, there are many topics in the
academic study of families that appear to have only a re-
mote connection to students’ everyday lives. Several of
the features developed for Families in Context help make
those subtle connections more visible.

■ Finding Out. Just as many undergraduates are less
than enthusiastic about abstract theories, they
generally have little initial interest in research
methods. I try to demonstrate that understanding
how researchers define and measure concepts is
key to understanding results. Chapter 2 introduces
the methods most commonly used by social scien-
tists. Each remaining chapter includes a Finding
Out box that discusses methods in some way. In
most cases, a particular well-known study will be
discussed. Other Finding Out features compare
various ways of studying a particular topic. Still
others focus on how a concept can be operational-
ized for research purposes. All include critical
comments about methodology.

■ Prelude. Each chapter begins with a personal
vignette that brings the chapter topic to an

individual level. The preludes involve issues and
experiences that will likely seem familiar to
students, but may also encourage them to think
about those topics in a new way. The Prelude in
Chapter 4 is biographically true; remaining
Preludes are fictionalized accounts.

■ Thinking Ahead sections at the chapter openings
help sensitize students to the upcoming material.
Considering these pre-reading questions will
encourage students to begin forming some ideas
that can be tested by or compared with chapter
material.

■ Rethinking in Context questions fall at the end of
each chapter. These questions can help students to
place their pre-reading answers in the context of
the material they have just read. The two compan-
ion features work best when the “Thinking
Ahead” questions are answered before the student
has even scanned the chapter or heard lectures on
chapter content and the Rethinking in Context
questions are answered after study of the chapter
content.

■ Families in the News. These boxed items consist of
recent news accounts—many with which the stu-
dents will be familiar—that relate to the chapter
topics. This feature highlights family-related topics
found in the newspapers, magazines, and television
stories every day. Students may find the news a bit
more interesting when they are able to connect it
to their own lives through a field of study. 

■ Running Glossary. In addition to an end-of-book
glossary, important terms in this text are identified
and defined at the bottom of the page on which
the term is introduced. 

■ Suggested Resources. Additional print and online
resources are listed at the end of each chapter for
those students who wish to explore specific topics
beyond the text.

Supplements

STUDENT RESOURCES

Study Guide
ISBN: 0-15-506250-6
By Wanda Clark, South Plains College
This text-specific study guide contains learning objec-
tives, chapter outlines, multiple-choice, true-false,
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valuable instructor’s tool. The test item file, printed in
the Instructor’s Manual, is also available as a computer-
ized ExamView® file. For each chapter, the Instructor’s
Manual provides suggestions for lectures, assignments,
and discussions. These suggestions have been class-
tested with my students and, in many cases, by other
instructors as well.

A unique feature of the Instructor’s Manual is inclu-
sion of an opinion and experience questionnaire that
can be given to students early in the term. Instructors
can tabulate and reveal the results when related material
is covered in class. Because most of the questions are
common ones asked by the likes of the GSS or Gallup
Polls, I have collated and included national-level results
for each of the questions on the student questionnaire.
Interesting comparisons between responses from the
students and those from a nationally representative sam-
ple can be discussed in class. I have found the question-
naire discussions quite useful in helping students think
in terms of “social facts” and not solely in personal
experiences.

ExamView® Computerized Test Bank
Cross-platform ISBN: 0-15-506276-X
Create, deliver, and customize tests and study guides
(both print and online) in minutes with this easy-to-use
assessment and tutorial system. ExamView® offers both
a Quick Test Wizard and an Online Test Wizard that
guide you step-by-step through the process of creating
tests, while its unique “WYSIWYG” capability allows
you to see the test you are creating on the screen exactly
as it will print or display online. You can build tests of
up to 250 questions using up to 12 question types.
Using ExamView®’s complete word processing capabili-
ties, you can enter an unlimited number of new ques-
tions or edit existing questions. ExamView® and
ExamView® Pro are trademarks of FSCreations, Inc.
Windows is a registered trademark of the Microsoft®

Corporation and used herein under license. Macintosh
and Power Macintosh are registered trademarks of
Apple Computer, Inc. used herein under license.

PowerPoint® Presentation Slides 
http://sociology.wadsworth.com
By Paul Lamy of the University of Ottawa, Canada
These text-specific PowerPoint slides provide lecture aids
such as graphs, charts, and tables corresponding to the
material in each chapter. The presentation includes ap-
proximately 20 slides per chapter plus auxiliary images,
allowing professors to customize their own presentation.
The slides are available to download from the Web site. 

matching, short essays, and critical thinking questions.
In addition, crossword puzzles provide an entertaining
way to approach the important concepts and terms for
each chapter.

Student Guide to InfoTrac® College Edition for
Sociology
http://sociology.wadsworth.com 
ISBN: 0-534-58766-6
By Michele Adams, University of California, Riverside
This unique supplement features exercises that utilize
InfoTrac® College Edition’s huge database of articles.
These exercises, based on 23 subjects vital to the study
of sociology, help students narrow down the search of
articles related to each subject, and ask questions that
enable students to see the concepts more clearly. 

Researching Sociology on the Internet
http://sociology.wadsworth.com/socnet.html
ISBN: 0-534-56894-7 
By D. R. Wilson and David L. Carlson
This useful guide assists sociology students when doing
research on the Internet. From general information nec-
essary to get started to a more focused look at each main
discipline in Sociology, this guide is the ideal compan-
ion to your students’ Internet travels. 

Marriage and Family: An Introduction Using
MicroCase® ExplorIt, Second Edition
ISBN: 0-922914-35-4
By Kevin Demmitt, Clayton College and State
University
This software-based workbook is an exciting way to get
students to view marriage and family from the sociolog-
ical perspective. With this workbook and accompanying
MicroCase® ExplorIt software and data sets, students use
national and cross-national surveys to examine and ac-
tively learn marriage and family topics. This inexpensive
workbook will add an exciting dimension to your mar-
riage and family course.

INSTRUCTOR RESOURCES

Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank
ISBN: 0-15-506284-0
By Gene H. Starbuck, Mesa State College
I insisted on authoring the Instructor’s Manual and Test
Bank myself because I have found the quality of such
productions to be somewhat uneven. I hope that my
knowledge of the material, along with almost three
decades of teaching experience, will help produce a
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InfoTrac® College Edition
FREE! The latest news and research articles online—

updated daily and spanning four years! InfoTrac® College
Edition is automatically packaged with every new student
copy of this text. Students receive four FREE months of
real-time access to InfoTrac® College Edition’s online
database of continuously updated, full-length articles from
hundreds of journals and periodicals, including Journal of
Family Practice, Society, Family, and Community Health,
Family Planning Perspectives, Sex Roles: A Journal of
Research, and more. Contact your Wadsworth/Thomson
Learning representative for more information. 

Available to North American college and university
students only. Journals subject to change. 

SocLink 2002 CD-ROM: A Microsoft® PowerPoint®

Presentation Tool
ISBN: 0-534-55592-6
SocLink is an easy-to-use interface that instructors can
use to create customized lecture presentations for their
students. SocLink includes a searchable database of
thousands of pieces of art and media, including a photo-
gallery of all Wadsworth Introduction to Sociology,
Marriage & Family, and Social Problems titles; unique
CNN Video clips; and Sociology PowerPoint® slides.
SocLink gives instructors the ability to post their presen-
tations on the Web and import information from their
own lecture notes. SocLink is FREE to adopters.

Virtual Society: The Wadsworth Sociology Resource
Center
http://sociology.wadsworth.com
Combine Starbuck’s text with Virtual Society’s exciting
range of Web resources and you have expanded your
students’ learning opportunities to the Web. Access to
this powerful online resource center is FREE to text
adopters and their students. The Virtual Society features
a wealth of text-specific resources, forums, links to news
groups, surfing lessons, a career center, and more. For
instructors, a password-protected Instructor Resource
Center offers the Instructor’s Manual online, Power-
Point® presentations, e-mail access to Wadsworth
editors, and more. For students, hyper-contents and
chapter-by-chapter resources (chapter quizzes, online
self-quizzes, and more) take studying to a new level.

CNN® Today: Marriage and Family Video Series
Volume I ISBN: 0-534-55257-9
Volume II ISBN: 0-534-55258-7; 
Volume III ISBN: 0-534-55268-4
Volume IV ISBN: 0-534-55270-6

Now you can integrate the up-to-the-minute program-
ming power of CNN and its affiliate networks right
into your course. Updated yearly, the CNN Today
course-specific videos can help you launch a lecture,
spark a discussion, or demonstrate an application—
using the top-notch business, science, consumer, and
political reporting of the CNN networks. Produced by
Turner Learning, Inc., these 45-minute videos show
your students how the principles they learn in the class-
room apply to the stories they see on television. Special
adoption conditions apply.

Wadsworth Marriage and the Family Transparency
Acetates 
ISBN: 0-534-58919-7
A selection of quality acetates from Wadsworth’s mar-
riage and family texts. Free to qualified adopters.
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